Town of Surf City

Regular Council Meeting Minutes

April 4, 2000

Mayor Guy called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Also present for the meeting were Mayor Pro Tem Albury and Council Members Luther, Medlin, and Blizzard, Attorney Lanier, Interim Manager/Town Clerk Chamblee, Finance Officer Kirk, Building Inspector Stewart, and Fire Marshal Chace.  Council Member Helms was absent from the meeting.

Reverend Tom Greener gave the invocation.

Mayor Guy announced that at 2 p.m. today, the Town Council held a press conference and introduced the new town manager, Pat Thomas.  He will be here no later than June 1.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the March 7 meeting were approved by motion of Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Storm Water Management Study

Todd Leonard with Engineering Services updated Council on the progress of the town’s storm water management study.  He is reviewing approximately 50 sites for storm water ponding.  He has gathered a lot of data and also collected the little data that NCDOT had available.  He will have a draft report for next week’s planning board meeting.  He asked that folks notify him if there are additional sites he needs to assess.

Onslow Water & Sewer Authority

Council Member Blizzard questioned whether the town could join the authority without giving up any assets.

Citizens’ Hurricane Re-entry Committee

Mike Scott, Boyce Kay, Hiram Williams, Dorothy Cole, and Regina Lefler were appointed to the Citizens’ Hurricane Re-entry Committee by motion of Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Marine Corps Training Mission

FBI Special Agent Ed Roach addressed Council to request permission for a 12-man reconnaissance-training mission in Surf City.  The July 3rd exercise (on civilian property) will last no longer than 36 hours, and if successful, go undetected. He explained that if the men are observed, the mission is compromised.   The men will be dropped from a helicopter into boats, swim ashore on Goat Island, and then be picked up somewhere in the ocean.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to permit the exercise contingent on permission from property owners whose property will be used (Goat Island).  The motion was seconded by Council Member Medlin and unanimously carried.

Request to Install Electrical Line Under N. Shore Drive

Mr. Paul Johnson, 1510 and 1511 North Shore Drive, requested permission to bore under North Shore Drive between 1510 and 1511 to install an electrical line (installed in a small conduit pipe).  A contractor recommended by Jones-Onslow Electric will do the work.  Although none is expected, Mr. Johnson will accept all responsibility for any damage to the road.  Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to grant Mr. Johnson’s request to run an electrical line under North Shore Drive between his house and vacant ocean front lot.

Island Townhouses of Surf City Sketch Plan

The sketch plan for Island Townhouses of Surf City, to be located across from Surf City Baptist Church, was submitted for Council review.  No changes were recommended.
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Appointment to Water/Sewer Advisory Committee

Micki Tucker was appointed to fill Jim Wilson’s position on the Water/Sewer Advisory Committee by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Medlin, and unanimously carried.

Increase in Number of Auxiliary Police Officers

Chief Halstead has requested that the number of auxiliary police officers be increased from 5 to 8.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried to increase the number of auxiliary police officer positions to 8.

May Council Meeting

Because of the May 2 primary election and Surf City being a voting place, the May regular council meeting was rescheduled for Thursday, May 4, at 7 p.m. by motion of Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried.

Amendment to Section 8-42(3) of the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance

Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to adopt the amendment attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference amending Section 8-42(3) of the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance requiring mobile homes damaged more than 25% of their market value and suffers two or more such damages within a five year period to be elevated to or above the base flood elevation.  The market value can be determined by the tax value, an appraised value, a contractor’s repair estimate, or any combination of the three.

Budget Workshop Dates

Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried to schedule workshops for the FY 2000-2001 budget on Thursday, April 20 and Wednesday, May 10 at 5 p.m. at Town Hall.

Petition for Satellite Annexation 

Alvin Batts and Wayne Lanier submitted a petition for non-contiguous annexation of two large lots located at the end of J. H. Batts Road within the town’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.  They propose to develop a single-family subdivision.  Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution attached to these minutes and incorporated herein by reference directing the town clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition.

Conditional Use Hearing-Rental of Personal Watercraft at 514 Roland Avenue

The hearing for comments on granting a conditional use permit for the purpose of renting personal watercraft on property located at 514 Roland Avenue was opened at 8:32 p.m.  

*Walt Turner, 4th Street, questioned the areas in which the watercraft would be allowed.  He was concerned that they may be allowed in the Old Settlers Beach area canals.

*Mike Scott, 2023 N. New River Drive, asked if customers were advised that they were responsible for any damage the watercraft may cause.

*Council Member Luther inquired whether it would be appropriate to put some identification on the jet skis such as a phone number.  

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 8:40 p.m.

Issuance of Conditional Use Permit

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury to grant a special use permit for personal watercraft rentals on property located at 514 Roland Avenue.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried.
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Public Hearing-Amendment to Add Parking Requirements for Fishing Piers

The hearing was opened at 7:37 p.m. by Mayor Guy.  

*Carol Ryce, planning board member, informed Council that there are currently no parking requirements for fishing piers.

*Ed Lore, owner of Surf City Fishing Pier, asked if his pier were destroyed, the percentage of destruction that would require him to comply with a parking requirement.

*David Ward spoke from past experience when he pointed out that the restaurant on a pier does not draw much business except for customers who are already on the pier.

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:45 p.m.

Amendment to Add Parking Requirements for Fishing Piers

After discussion, it was the consensus of Council to postpone any action until next month.

Public Hearing-Amendment to C-1 Front Yard Setback Requirement

The public hearing was opened at 7:50 p.m.

*Joe Paliotti, N. New River Drive, said that when the ordinance establishing setback requirements was made, folks built houses in the commercial district on 50’ x 100’ lots.  He favored the amendment.

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 7:51 p.m.

Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to Change the Front Yard Setback in a C-1 District from 0 Feet to 10 Feet

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried to amend Section 4.7(2)(d)(2) of the zoning ordinance to change the front yard minimum requirement for commercial use from 0 feet to 10 feet.

Public Hearing-Amendment to C-1 Side Yard Setback Requirement

The public hearing was opened at 7:52 p.m.  

*Joe Paliotti favored the amendment.

*David Ward disagreed with the reasoning to change the side yard setbacks for commercial uses.  He saw no need for side yard setbacks in commercial areas for commercial uses.  

*Jack Solak asked about the purpose of the landscape ordinance.  

*David Ward questioned what the quality of life would be in a 6’ wide, 70’ long area between two commercial buildings.  

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 8:02 p.m.

Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to Change the Side Yard Setback in a C-1 District 

After brief discussion, motion by Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to defer any action on the side yard setback requirement plus planning board recommendations through agenda item T (the remainder of C-1 and all C-2 changes).

Public Hearing-Amendment to Dry Boat Storage Text

The public hearing was opened at 8:03 p.m.

The text permitting dry boat storage as a conditional use in C-3 zoning districts varies from the text in the C-1 and C-2 zoning districts.  The planning board recommends that the C-1 and C-2 texts be amended to the same text as that in the C-3 zoning district for dry storage for boats.

No one wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 8:05 p.m.

Amendment to Dry Boat Storage Text

Motion by Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Blizzard, and unanimously carried to amend text for Sections 4.7(4)(a) and 4.8(4)(a)Dry Storage for Boats of the Zoning Ordinance to conform with the text in Section 4.12(4)(a).
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Public Hearing-Amendment to Permit Churches in the C-1 Zoning District

The public hearing was opened at 8:08 p.m.  

*Carol Ryce suggested an amendment to make churches a conditional uses in C-1 districts.  

*Tom Greener advised that Faith Harbor Methodist Church has leased 106C N. New River Drive.  He pointed out that businesses that hold liquor licenses are not an issue.  

No one else wished to comment and the hearing was closed at 8:11 p.m.

Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to Permit Churches in the C-1 Zoning District
Section 4.7(1) of the Zoning Ordinance was amended by motion of Mayor Pro Tem Albury to make churches a permitted use in C-1 zoning districts.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Luther and carried by a 3 to 1 vote.

Appointment of New Planning Board Chairman

David Holsinger and Jean Luther were appointed, respectively, to the positions of chairman and vice chairman for the planning board by motion of Council Member Blizzard, seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried.

Public Forum

*Carol Ryce referenced the update to Council from the Water/Sewer Advisory Committee.

*John Rich, 288 Atkinson Point Road, had questions about the assessment roll.

*Hiram Williams expressed concern over proposed changes in the C-1 and C-2 zoning districts.  He encouraged Council to seriously consider David Ward’s comment about the creation of 6’ corridors between buildings in commercial districts if the ordinance is amended.  He liked the idea of landscaping requirements for the front and rear yards, but not the side yards.

*Ennis Chestang would like to see a wall size map of Surf City in the Council chambers.

*Otis Sizemore invited Surf City Council members to attend the North Topsail Beach meetings.

Council Forum

*Council Member Blizzard asked about right turn lane signs on Roland Avenue at the traffic light and a street light on Wilmington Avenue at the fire house.

*Council Member Medlin asked if a study could be done this year for the Highway 50-210 intersection in Surf City.  The study done last year was wrong; the Highway 50-210 study last year was done for the intersection off the island. 

He asked about the status of the waterline protection across the waterway.

*Mayor Pro Tem Albury wants the speed limit signs checked on the canal streets.

She expressed appreciation to the citizens and committees for their work.

*Council Member Luther reported that sea oats can still be ordered from Cape Fear RC& D.

*Mayor Guy thanked the advisory committees for their work.

He would like a beautification committee to be appointed. Following the Arbor Day ceremony, a large number of citizens have contacted him about planting trees in honor or memory of someone.  A beautification committee could establish the criteria for the type of plants and where to plant.   

Motion by Council Member Medlin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Albury, and unanimously carried to appoint a beautification committee at a later date.

Mayor Guy encouraged the citizens to complete and return their census forms.

The NCLM regional meeting will be held in at 4 p.m. Wilmington on April 25.  He encouraged Council members to attend.

Charles Jones, Division of Coastal Management, will meet with town residents at Town Hall on April 11 at 6 p.m. to address sandbags concerns.

The next four-town meeting is scheduled for June 15, probably at Paliotti’s.
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Closed Session-Land Acquisition

Following a ten-minute recess, Council went into closed session at 8:47 p.m. by motion of Council Member Luther, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried for the purpose of discussing land acquisition.

Council returned to open session at 9:05 p.m. and the meeting was adjourned.

_________________________




_________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk




A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor
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Council Member Blizzard would like for the town to acquire some land along the causeway.  He and Mayor Pro Tem Albury will survey some available sites, with prices, maps, etc. and submit them for Council’s consideration.

The town attorney will negotiate with Howard Batts for a lift station site on Little Kinston Road.  Motion by Council Member Blizzard, seconded by Council Member Medlin, and unanimously carried to authorize the town attorney to trade assessment fees for lift station sites not to exceed $3000 on the first site (Batts property on Little Kinston Road) and $15,000 on the second site (Sullivan property on Atkinson Point Road).  

Council returned to open session at 9:05 p.m. by motion of Council Member Blizzard, seconded by Council Member Luther, and unanimously carried.

_______________________



________________________________

Janet Chamblee, Town Clerk



A. D. (Zander) Guy, Jr., Mayor

